The National Anthem
History
The Star Spangled Banner was written by Francis Scott Key in 1814. During the War of 1812 the British attacked Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland on September 12. The steady bombardment continued thorough out the night. In the early morning of September 13 th the bombing paused suddenly. As Key watched from a distance they could not tell if the fort had been defeated. As the smoke began to clear, they caught a glimpse of the massive 42 foot long flag with its eight red stripes, seven white stripes and fifteen stars. The flag had survived the night. Key was so moved by this image in the distance that he pulled out an envelope from his pocket and began to describe this miraculous vision. He called his poem Defense of Fort McHenry.
Two days later Key returned to his room at the Indian Queen Hotel and finished all four versus of his poem. The following morning he brought it to his brother-in-law and they arranged to have it printed and distributed to everyone at the Fort. When it was printed, it included the name of a popular tune, To Anacreon in Heaven, to which the poem should be sung. This was an understandable feeling at the time he wrote, but the two nations had become closer and such sentiments weren't considered appropriate. As a result the third verse is typically omitted. Alternative verses have been written in later years.
In an attempt to remedy the balance of the anti-British sentiment in Key's third verse, the following stanza was written by George Spowers around 1824. Unfortunately it was also considered to drag the National Anthem into unnecessary politics and is rarely sung.
But hush'd be that strain! They our Foes are no longer; Lo Britain the right hand of Friendship extends, And Albion's fair Isle we behold with affection The land of our Fathers -the land of our Friends! Long, long may we flourish, Columbia and Britain, In amity still may your children be found, And the Star-Spangled Banner and Red Cross together Wave free and triumphant the wide world around! Oliver-Wendell Holmes wrote probably the best known additional stanza during the Civil War. It was intended to condemn treasonable acts against the US flag.
When our land is illumined with liberty's smile, If a foe from within strikes a blow at her glory, Down, down with the traitor that tries to defile The flag of the stars, and the page of her story! By the millions unchained, Who their birthright have gained We will keep her bright blazon forever unstained; And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave, While the land of the free is the home of the brave. 
